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cash box/ talent on stage
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Mongo Santamaria
Rorschach

EENNY'S CASTAWAYS, NYC —
Now that the Latin -l"ll"rr'-l-1'|' has hean
truly aszimilated into rock (witness a
eroup like Steely Dan without one
Spanigh-zurnamed member gotting it
on like nativea), it seems a very an-
propriate time to acknowledge the
contributions of one’ Mongo Santa-
maria, congo plaver and total musi-
cian. He iz more than hkis 62 hit of
“‘k‘r’aternwlun Mnn" or his version of

“Cloud Nine," six years later. More
than any other :rl:iwlnllml (with the
possible Elulplun of Tito Puente),

Mongo's spirit has been the very sta-
ph' of Latin rock.

Mongo is a8 purist in the sense that
his new group has not added puitar
for surface commerciality. The horns
are tighter than other Latin bands,
and he plays primarily instruomental
sound that deez not depend on im-
provisational shouting to carry it
along. Although he haz always fitted
comfortably inta the jazz category,
his melmdic sense is never sacrificed
for an impressive golo riff. Most rock-
oriented fans could easzily gpet as ex-
cited over him as they have over
Santana and Mala, His mew hand i

hiz most awesome ever—and we ean
anly hope that the Fanin-distribubed
Vaya Records for whom he now re
cords will go after sales outside the
latin markr't, To our ears ﬂ'm- '|1¢t(\-n.
tinl iz definitely there eepeeially if
“Para Ti" were redone a8z a single to
spark ik

A new trio from Seattle, now resid-
ing in the area, opened the show.
Rorachach is Bob Cozetti on Fender
rhodes and trumpet, Tim Gemmill on
alta: and  btenor sax and  Steve
Schwartz on drums. Both Tim and
Bob oeecasionally move Jover to marae-
cas, hut it's Steve's nw-:ntp.p wark
which truly keepz the beat interest-
ing. Cozetti has penned the proup's
material—typically, a tune hegins
with a strong ecateh phrase and i=
developed by all in tight but exprez-
sive pursait.

The group is still young and has
something to  learn about stage
nrezentation—but basically they are a
temptingly tangible extension of the
new music. Though now unszigned, a
future inking seems deserved for Ror-
schach.
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KENNY®S CASTAWAYS
ON B4 5T OFF 23rd AVE 1‘3!‘1—9892



